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ARTS of PEACE:|| | 


Recommended in 4 


SERMON 


PREACH'D | l 
At the Pariſh-Church of 
St. OLAVE in the Old Fewry, 
ND 
On Sunday, October 25. 1713. 
For the Benefit of the Charity- -Chil- . 
dren of St. Giles Cripplegate. : 
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I SAMOEL HILLIARD, M. A 
| Prebendary of- Lincoln, | 3 RE bs) 
And Rector of Stifford i in E Wer. 
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To the Me nbers of the S0 CIE I. 
that upholds the Evening - Lecture 
on the Third Sunday in Every Month 
ut the Pariſh-Church of St. He 
Coleman: ſtrret, for the Beneſit of ſome 
Charity-Children of St. Giles Crip- 


plegate. _. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HE Various Miſrepreſentations 
| that have been made of the follow. 
ing Diſcourſe, as if it were a Party in- 
ſtead of a Charity - Sermon, that I 
— to you at St. Olave Old Jewry, 
ave induc d me to a more ready Compli- 
ance with your Requeſt in the Publication | 
1 it: That the Times may ſo mend that 
reaching Peace and Subjection to the 
Preſent Eſtabliſhment in Church and State, 
and Peace and good Neighbourhood 
in Our, private Capacities, may be no lon- 
ger deem'd Party-Preaching ; that this 


The Dedication. A 
mean Performance may do Good upon all 
who heard, and may hereafter Read it; 
And that your Poor Children may meet 
with freſh Encouragements from the 
Charitable Contributions of Well- diſpor d 
Chriſtians, is the hearty Prayer of Gentle- 


men, 


. 


Your Friend and Servant, 


SAMUEL HILLIARD. Ei 
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COLOSS. ij. 15. 


Hearts, to the which alſo ye are call d 
in one Body. it 


HE Apoſtle having in the former 
Verſe preſs d the putting on of Cha- 
rity, in this, perſwades to that moſt 
excellent Diſpoſition of Mind Peace- 
leneſs under all Circumſtances and Conditi- 
ons of Life: That this is intended by the 
Peace of God here is evident from the Series 
and Contexture of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe in 
joining it with Charity; for tho' by the Peace 
of God may be underſtood a Peace of Reconci- 
Jiation with him, thro? the Merits of the ever 
bleſſed Jeſus, and the chearful Reflections of 
this in our own Conſciences, as it is us d in 
$5. Nom. 1. Being juſtified ly Faith we have 
Peace with Gad through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Yet in the Text, its plain the Apoſtle in- 
tends not an inward Peace of Conſcience in 
reference to God, but an outward Harmony, 
and Concord in our Converſations among 
Men, which may in many Reſpects be call d 
the Peace of God. 


A? K 


Ind let the Peace of God rule in your 
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A, it à Grace of the moſt excellent and 
fingular Worth: As it promotes the Honou 
of God and conduces to ſet forward the ln. 
tereſts of Religion and Piety : As it 3s whitif 
be has indiſpenſähly injoin'd vs 70 follom witli 
all Men : As it is a Diſpoſition of Mind. 
wrought in us by his holy and ever bleſſed 
Spirit: Or #s it is a Temper moſt pleaſing to 
dim who & the Author of Peace, and Lover i 
Contord, and in whoſe ſight the Ornament i 
meet and quiet Spirit is of the greateſt Pri. 
When he himſelf condeſeended to aſſum WW 
humane Fleſh, the Angels triumphant and sta 
gratülatory Anthem at his — >a was, at! 
High; | 
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Let. | this Peace of God therefore rule in 
your Hearts, fays St. P aul, Let it rule or g0· 


vern there, which Phraſe is an Alluſion to the WW 
Gram Games of Runnings and Wreſtling, WW?! 
where the Uſage and Cuſtom: was to appoint 
one for a Judge or Commander, whofe Office 
was to correct all Miſcarriages, to quiet Di- 
putes and Contentions, to ſuppreſs Tumults, W 
to moderate unruly Competitions and rectify 
Irregularities and Diſorders 5 now ſuch a pov. 
erful Command as this, let the Peare of God 
have in all your Hearts to work them into 2 
calm, ſedate, quiet and peaceable Temper, 
to ſuppreſs and keep under all boiſterous — 
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Arts of Peace. =" 
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unruly Paſſions, that Wrath and Anger, Ha- 
ned and Malice, Pride and Envy may nevet 
ail againſt it. g | | 
It's the Duty then of every ſober Chriſtian 
ho profeſſes himſelf a Subject to the Prince 
Peace, to let his Peace bear ſway in their 
Wicarts, to act in all Conformity to it; The 
WLaws of Chriſtianity indiſpenſably oblige us 
Jo fludy. and perſue Peace; and (as far as poſ- 
ſible) both in our ſelves and all we converſe 

Vith to enlarge its Empire and Juriſdiction. 

But it's a ſad Conſideration, that (notwith- 
ſtanding all the ſacred Ties of Religion) Mul- 
titudes (even of thoſe that pretend to more than 
ordizary tenderneſs of Conſcience, and Zeal for 
Religion) are full of Wrath, Rancor, and 


i» WH Bitterneſs, ſo addicted to furious Debates, ea- - 
o0- ger Contentions, and fierce Animoſities, that 
he A Principle of Szrife ſeems rather to rule in 
no, . their Hearts than the Peace of God : Peoples 
in corrupt Affections are ſo inflam'd, and riſen 
ice ; to that Height of impetuous Violence and 
i Pet). rage, that all Perſuaſions to Peace ſeem 
Is, WY more likely to exaſperate, than to ſtop the 
ity Violence of the Torrent. 

w. But be it as it will, its our Buſineſs to ſhew 


Ven their Duty, (whether they will hear, or 


2 werber they will forbear) We muſt open our 
er, Months and ſpare not, and God in his due time 
nd vill give his People the Bleſſing of Peace. 


And 
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| And that you may be the better Prevail 
upon to negle& nothing neceſſary on your 
Parts in order to it, but effectually Cultivate 
the Arts of Peace, give me leave to lay before 
you, | 


I. The Duty inculcated in the Text, which 
is, that We let the Peace of God rule in 
our Hearts : And . | 


II. The Reafons the Apoſtle here urges to 
enforce it upon our Practice, we are not 
only by our Vocation Cald hereto, but 

gare alſo by the cloſeſt Union and Incor- 
poration oblig'd to it, as we are On 

Body. | 2 


As touching the firſt of theſe, It's a poſitive 
Injunct ion upon us, to live peaceably, and follon 
Peace with all Men. So that nothing can excuſe 
us from a meek and quiet Deportment under 
any Capacity we can conſider our ſelves, and 
more eſpecially if we have a due Regard to 

Our private Converſation, | 
e As good Neighbours ; 

Our political Subjection, 

| As good SubjeFs ; Or 
Our Eccleſiaſtical Communion, 
| | As good Chriſtians, 

If we conſider our. ſelves in the firſt Caps 
city as good Neighbours, we are to do all we 
can to promote Peace in our private Conver- 
| ah | ſation? 


Arts of Peace. 7 
— — 
gations; to preſerve and cheriſh it in the ſe- 
vetal Families, Neighbourhoods, Pariſhes, or 
Ich like ſmaller Societies to which we may 
be related: And the Truth is, they only are 
ither pood Friends, Neighbours, or Pariſhioners, 
who are peaceably diſpoſed, and who to their 
utmoſt ſeek the Quiet and Tranquility of all 
with whom they have any manner of Inter- 
courſeand Concern: Thus Abraham beſpoke Lot 
to keep the Peare between them and their Ser- 
vants, that no Claſhings or unbrotherly Diſ- 
cords might rufflle the Quiet of their Fa- 
Emilics, but that they might as good Neigh- 
Sbours and near Kinſmen maintain an uninter- 
rupted Friendſhip : I pray thee {ſays he) let 
there be no Strife between me and thee, nor be- 
tween my Herdſmen and thy Herdſmen, for we 


ule e Brethren, The Royal Prophet David, Pſ. 
4 120. ver. 5, 6, 7. ſnew'd a peaceable Diſpo- 


Wfition (though he was in the moſt fierce and 
Squarelſome Neighbourhood) and laments his 
afflicted Circumſtances upon that Score, Woe 
Wis me that I. ſojourn in Meſhec, and that I dwell 
In the Tents of Kedar, my Soul hath long dwelt 
with them that hate Peace. This is ſo abſo- 
Wutely neceſſary to be maintain'd, that God 
commanded the Iſraelites to ſeek the Peace of 


hen, even when they were Priſoners in 
w it ; Jer. 29. 7. Seek the Peace of the City whi- 
aa ther I have caws'd you to be carried awey Captive, 


and 


— — 
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and pray unto the Lord for it, for in the Pear 
thereof ſhall ye have Peace. 


And as we are thus to Cultivate the Arts o 


Peace in our private Converſation in every 
Neighbourhood, ſo alſo are we further to con. 
ſider our ſelves in our _ 
| Political Subjection. 
And how far we may be capable of pro- 
moting the Peace of the Kingdom where we are 
Subjects, by maintaining unſhaken Loyalty 1 
the Queen, a conſcientious Obedience to br 
Laws, and a chearful Submiſſion to every A. 
miniſtration in the Government. | 
This is much more neceſſary than the Peace 
of private Converſation, inaſmuch as both 
the Benefits and contrary Miſchiefs are of : 
larger Extent: A turbulent ſeditious Subjed 
is a greater Detriment to the State than a 
quarelſome contentious Neighbour 3 #his may 
diſquiet ſome few about him, but #he other 
affects the whole Community. | 
What Miſchiefs, not to Dævid only but to 
all Iſrael, were Abſalow's {ly Infinuations ? Sb. 
mei's Revilings? Achitophel's crafty Councils? 
And Shebgs blowing a ſeditious Trumpet 
as tending to embroil them in Strife and Con- 
tention, Blood and Confuſion, 
That God, who for the Benefit of Mankind 
commands abſolute unconditional - Subjection 


to Governoury in all their Commands that arc 
| not 
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not contrary to his on, requires of Subjects, 
that they lead under them quiet and peaceable 
Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 

Beſides this, we are further to conſider our 
ſelves A SE 

| As good Chriſtians ; 

And that as ſuch we act conſcienciouſly in pto- 
moting Peace in our Eccleſiaſtical Communion, 

The other 7s the Peace of God as he is Lord of 
the World; this 55 the Peace of God as he is Ruler 
of hit Church, who is the great Author not of 

Diforder and Confuſion, but of Peace in all the 
Churches of the Saints. Peace next to Holineſs is 
the great Ornament and Reauty of the Church, 
and every Chriſtian ought to have a ſpecial te- 
gard to it, ſo as not to ruffle and diſcompoſe 
that excellent and amiable Society, whereof he 
a Member: Stickling for Peoples private Opt- 
nions, gratifying particular Humours, and for 
YG itching Earr ſake ſetting up ſeparate Meetings, 
will be found but ſorry Excuſes at the Jaſt 
Day for deſtroying the Churches Peace. The 
Peace of Jeruſalem is not only earneſtly to be 
prayd for by us, but diligently endeavour'd 
after; our Prayers will be but a Mockery of 
God if we neglect doing what's Required 0 
our Parts to contribute towards it. 

Having thus ſtated the Latitude and Extent 
of the Duty injoined, I ſhall make it my En- 
deavonr to repreſent how we may * 
an 
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aud further it in the ſeveral Capacities I but 
now mention'd. If we conſider our ſelves in 
the firſt ' of them, 

; As good Neighbours, 

And wherein the Aris of Peace are to be culii- Wi lan 


«> 


_ vated by us in our private Converſations, theſe Wl lays 


following Rules may . (1 humbly conceive) 
ſufficiently inſtruct us. 

In order to this we muſt be humble and lowly 
minded; for they who would approve them- 
ſelves Sons of Peace muſt not over-highly value 
and magnify their own Endowmentsʒ the haugh- 
ty and ſupereilious humour of Peoples inſiſting 
on their own Merits, and admiring themſelves, 
implies an undervaluing Contempt of others, 
whoſe Excellencies they look upon as inferiour 
to their own. Hence ſuch are impatient of 
Contradiction, and think every ones Judgment 
is to be born down by their Obſtizacy : This 
naturally begets Thwarting and Contradiction, 
and ends in Strife, according to that of the 
Wiſe Man, By Pride only, that is chiefly, comes 
Contention. Peace has no ſuch Enemy as Peo- 
ples haughty over-bearing Conceits of them- 
ſelves : He that hath a proud Heart (ſays Solo- 
mon) ſtirreth up ſtrife, Prov 21. 2 

Another Method I would direct to be taken 


in order to keep Peace in a Neighbourhood, Wh *: 

is to be Juſt and True in all our Dealings and s 

Tranſactions one among another: He who Ne 
25 | Wn ex- 
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exactly performs Contracts, makes good his Bar- 
gains, pays his juſt Debts, and ſtrictly makes 
Conſcience of injuring his Neighbour, neither 
fraudulently encroaching upon his Eſtate, nor 
flanderonſly aſperſing him in his Reputation, 
lays the Foundation of a firm and laſting Peace. 
Iniquity and Unjuſt Dealing is the Moth 
of Strife and Quarels, while he who recetv 
the Wrong thinks it's his concern to right 
himſelf, and they who have offer it, to ju- 
e ftify and make it good: Wars and Fighting, 
„ proceed from Mens Luſte, that is, upjuftanit 
; {Wh erccdy appetites of fuch things as they have 
„vo Right. to: Whereas Juſtice and Integrity 
„ have in all Ages, and by common Conſent, 
Ir been the Guardians of Peace, according to 
chat of the Prophet, I/. 32. 17. The work of 
t Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and the effect d 
Righteouſneſs Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. 
A further Progreſs may be made in this good 
Work if we are but careful to ſhun all buſię 
and pragmatical intermeddling with other Peo- 
ples Affairs, to the which we are not call'd, 
and wherein we are no way concern'd; the 
Breach of this Duty often (and very deſet- 
vedly) expoſes ſuch as are impertinently in- 
quifitive into other Mens Concerns to ſuffer 
2s Diſturbers of the Peace; for which reaſon 
St. Petey cautions, 1. 4, 15. That we be fa 


kircumſpect, as „ ou of danger of 2 
| 9 2 a” 


23232 


and act in his proper Station, very much con- 


as the Buſie Body and pragmatical Medler: 


fe with wh, 
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ing as Evil Doers, or as Buſie Bodies in other 
Mens Matters : Wherefore the Wiſe Man ſays 
Prom. 26. 17. He that paſſith by and meddleib 


with Strife belonging not to him, is like on 


that taketh a Dog by the Ears, that is, who 
vainly catches at what he cannot hold, and 
Taſhly irritates thoſe that will turn again to 
fly-upon him and bite him. AP 

That every one follow his own. Buſineſs, 


duces to the Quiet of himlelf, and all abe 
nim. „ ß ed Mod. 


Hearts is, to Avoid all raſh and unjuſt cenſw 
ring of Peoples Actions. The ſevere and cer 
ſorious Critick is as great 2 Stirrer up of Strife 


He who puts harſh and rigid Conſirugions 
upon Mens Words and Actions, who lays 
open their Miſtakes with Bitterneſs and Re 
flection, ſets all he reviles at open Defiance, 
and is an Enemy to Peace ; againſt which the 
Apoſtle to the Romans exhorts, 14. 13. Lt 
z not judge one another any more, but jug! 
this rather, that no Man put a Stumbling-block 
vor an Occaſion to fall in hit Brothers Way; 
and the holy Jeſus to the ſame purpoſe, Ma. 
J. 1, 2, f. 75 not, that ye be not judę d, 

at Judgment ye judge ye ſhall tt 
* N 48 5 5 udg d. 


þ Another Expedient I would recommend too 
demonſtrate that the Peace of God ruleth in ow 
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ler Md d And with what Meaſure ye meet it ſball 
be meaſured to you again : And why beboldeſt 
hou the Mote that is in thy Brother s Eye, but 
Wonſedercſt not the Beam that is in thine own Eye. 
If we judge and cenſure others, - they 
again will ſhoot back the ſame envenom'd 
rows; and thefe Scuffles of raſh, rigorous 
and uncharitable Cenſures are but the Fore- 


—_ a 


— 


e Wrunners of Diſcord, and ſometimes Bloodſhed. 
on- To prevent all which unchriſtian Practices, 
out Wwe ſbould learn to bridle our Tongues not 

only from unjuſt Aſperſions, but from ſpeak- 
to ing in any kind to the Diſgrace and Reproach 
or of our Neighbours, either By tatling idle Sto- 
u- ries, ungrounded malicious Reports, abuſive 
en eſts, or upbraid ing Sarca mm. 
ite 1 The Tongue is a flaming Furnace, that if 


not well watch'd and guarded will be breed. 
log Combuſtion, and ſend out a Multitude of 


21s a ſuch Sparks as fet all on Fire; for the Viru. 
\c- BY Lences, Reproaches, and Defamations of the 
cc, uaguarded Tongue are open Acts of Hoſti- 
the lity, and actual Breaches of that Peace which 
[ot ve are to let have the ſole Rule of aur Hearts + 
4% The Apoſtle: to Timothy conjoins theſe two as 
ot Wi conſtant Attendants, Tim,'3. 2. To ſpeak Evil 


of no Man, to be no Brawler ; Evil-ſpeaking na- 
| turally, produces Brawling and Contention. 
It's an excellent Rule of David's, Pf. 34. 13, 


1 Be Keep thy Tongue from Evil, and thy Lips 
18 2 
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om eaking Guile; depart from Evil, and d. 
from ſee Peace e — 
Nor would it a little conduce to Peace, if I 
People were more cautious of receiving ſlan. 
derous and defamatory Reports with an eaſie 
and raſh Credulity, would they practice what 
the Lacedemonian advis'd his Friend; Whey he 
he heard any Body ſpeak baſely of him, 1 be ſure 
be did not ſlander him with his Ears. 
And to ſay no more upon this Subject, if 
we would maintain Peace in our private Con- 
verſationt one among another, we mult paſs by 
many flight and trivial Offences, and take lite 
or no notice of petty Injuries and Provoca- 
tions. He who has learnt the Art of forbear- 
ing and forgiving the provoking Carriage of 
his Neighbours, ſo as to excuſe their Miſtakes, 
connive at their Negle&s, bear patiently the 
Affronts of their haſty and irregular Paſſions, 
and readily embrace any ſeaſonable Overtures, 
or accept tolerable Conditions of Reconciliz- 
tion, carries it as one whoſe Heart is truly rul d 
by the Peace of God. 
” Whereas the ey who furiouſly perſecute every 
Offender, revenge every Damage and Indig- 
nity, and can by no means forget a paſt Un- 
kindneſs, declare themſelves in love with 
Quarrels and Brangles, and act as People re- 
ſolv'd to live in perpetual Tumult and Com- 
buſtian: The beginning of Strife is as when 
one 
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one letteth out water 3 therefore leave off Con- 
tention before it be medlec! with, Prov. 17. 14. 
If We would maintain Peace 
In our Political Conjun@Tion 

_ Approve our ſelves honeſt and Loyal Subjecte, 
and promote the Peace of the Kingdom, which 
is ſo miſerably divided by Sects and Parties, 
we muſt in good earneſt make it our principal 
Concern to live in the true Fear of God ; for 
the Peace of a Kingdom is moſt likely to be 
promoted and ſecured by ſuch as by a ſober 
and upright Converſation maintain and pre- 
e Wl ferve Peace in their own Conſciences : — Righ- 
„ tconſreſe exalteth a Nation, but Sin is the Ruin 
> Ws: well as the Reproach of any People. 

It Another Courſe to be taken to approve our 
$, ſelves Promoters of Peace in our political Sul- 
1c adlion it, by ſubduing the turbulent and un- 
„ my Paſſions of Pride and Ambition, Revenge, 


8, 8 and Diſcontent ; which are not 
a. only troubleſome to, and diſquiet the Breaſts 
dat harbour them, but breed State Convul- 


ſions, and have a fatal Influence upon the 
Peace of Kingdoms. The inſolent Pride and 
haughty Ambition of Abſalom that could be 
ſatisfied with nothing below Empire and So- 
vereignty, together with a ſpiteful Revenge 
for the Abuſe of his Siſter, laid the Founda- 
tion of a bloody and unnatural Rebellion. 


It's 
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Its no new for unuſual thing for People 
ſtrajtned' in their private Circumſtances, in 
an uneaſie Diſcontent to attempt Revenge up- 
on publick Government, Iſai. 8. 2x. Such would 
more eaſily let others be quiet in their Stations, 
had they learnt to be content and ſatisfied with 
their own. | 

Again, the better to compoſe Peoples Minds to 
Peace and Quietneſs as good Subjecłs, let them 
frequently and ſeriouſly reflect upon the many 
Benefits and Advantages of Government. 

We eat, drink, and ſleep under the Sha. 
dow of its Protection ; the Enjoyment of 
Houſes and Land, Trade and Commerce, Right 


and Juſtice, nay, of out very Lives and Safe- 


ties, are all owing to its kind and benign In- 
fluence; and without it all theſe, and what- 
ever we can imagine precious and valuable, 
would be expos'd as an open Prey to the ſei- 
ſure of thoſe Sons of Violence, who would 

firſt dare to aſſault and deſpoil us of them. 
Now whoever ſhall duly weigh and conſi- 
der the great Bleſſings of Government, and 
the many intolerable and unavoidable Miſchiefs 
from which it ſecures us, cannot but conclude 
it one of the moſt prodigious Follies and 
unaceountable Madneſſes in the World, that 
any out of a reſtleſs and ungovernable Hu- 
mour ſhould attempt to weaken their Gover- 
nours Hands, and moleſt the Peace and Quie! 
_ 0 
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f their Adminiſtration by broaching Notions 
of Reſetance, and teaching Men to do ſo. _ 
Further, If People would approve them- 
ſelves peaceable and quiet SubjeFs, they mult 
always act in their own proper 9phere, and 
ot meddle in Matters above their Cogni- 
pance, When hot-headed and buſie Men 
all take upon them to canvaſs and controul 
he Actions, Counſels and Defigns of their 
upertours, and ſtretch their little Skill, which 
ould ſerve them to buy and ſell, to pick 
oles in the State, and quarrel with the Con- 
luct of political Affairs; and they (who, it 
ay be, are but competently fitted to manage 
be Buſineſs of a private Station) ſhall. boldly, 
ſurp the Office of a Judge, a Law-maker, a 
lateſman, a Privy-Councellor, or a Queen: 
ind though they are neither call'd, needed 
of warranted to give their Judgment and 
vice, ſhall yet boldly dare to paſs their 
enſures upon the publick Proceedings of 
eir Governours. This confounds the Ranks 
nd Orders of Men, ruffles and diſcompoſes 
k be Harmony of the World, and ſupplints and 


Fu rows Out of its Place the publick Tranqui- 
Al which ought to be maintain'd ſacred and 
r wiolable for the common Good. 

rh I's the Apoſtle's Rule, 1 Theſ. 4. 11, That 


ve fludy to be quiet and do our own Buſineſs 1 
hat's to move as the Heavenly Bodies do, 
, " wy where 
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where there's a fix*d and laſting Peace becauſc 
an uninterrupted Order; they move regu- 
farly, every one in his Place, none claſhing 
or interfering in their Motion. 

The Holy Penman ranges ſach Buſy Bodies 
as diſturb the Peace of Human Societies in the 
Company of Thieves and Robbers , 1 Pet. 4 
15. Wherefore if we would avoid ei- 
Doom, we muſt take care leſt we fall into 
their Sin, | | 
Again, in order to publick Peace, all Mem- 
bers of every Community ſhould forbear bla. 
zing and ſpreading abroad the Defects and 
Infirmities, Overſights and Miſcarriages of their 
Governours, (if any ſuch thing ſhould be) that 
fo there may be no diſhonourable Reflection 
upon their Perſons or Government, that the 
Populace may be the better diſpos'd to a qui- 
et Subjection. 7 
The beſt of Governours are liable to M. 
ſtakes: The Man after God's own Heart u 
not without both perſonal and political Ble 
tniſhes ; He who ſays they are God's, tells 18 
they dye like Men, and like Men too are ſub 
XA to Errors and Infirmities while they live. 
For any Perſons therefore to be buzzing 
about things of this Nature, to make them 
matter of common Difcourſe and ordinar) 
Entertainment (as its too frequent for ma!) 
to do) is to become publick _ 
2 5 oven 
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Movers of Sedition, Speakers of Evil againſt 
Dignities, to the Offence of God, the Scan- 


dal of Religion, and the ſouring People's 


Minds to a diſaffected and unpeaceable Tem- 


per | | 
What a wretched Character does the Apoſtle 
St, Jude give of ſuch ſmoaking Firebrands, 


verse 8. of his Epiſtle, where he deſcribeth 


them & filthy Dreamers, who defile the Fleſh, 
deſpife Dominion, and ſpeak evil of Dignities. 
Aſolom begun his Rebellion with ſly Inſinua- 
tions and blazoning abroad the King's Faults; 
by which means he alienated the Affections, 
flole away the Hearts of the People from their 
Lawful Sovereign, and made them ripe for 
Inſurrection and Rebellion, 2 Sam. 15. 3, 4, 
5. So forward was Mical to find Fault with 
the King that ſhe deſpis'd and ſcoffd at him 
for that which was in it ſelf moſt highly com- 
mendable ; for Want of other Crimes ſhe 
upbraided him with his very Zeal for the Wor- 
ſhip and Service of God, as if that which 
was his Glory had render'd him contemptible, 
2 Sam. 6. 20. Aaron and Miriam threw out 
bitter Words againſt Moſes upon his marry- 
ing an Ethiopian, ſuch as evidently tended 
to a (editions Diſturbance, Num. 12. 1, 2. 
But how ſharply did God himſelf correct the 
licentious Extravagances of their Tongues that 
reproach'd big Anornted, ver. 8. Wherefore then 
| C 2 were 
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were ye not afraid to ſpeak againſt my Save 
Moſes ? And the dnger of the Lord was kindl: 
againſt them, There can't be a more miſchic- 
vous Method of inflaming Peoples Minds, 
than aſperſing the Prince to their Subjects, for 
which Reaſon Chriſtianity, which ſo induſtr 
ouſly conſults the Happineſs and - Welfare 
of Mankind, ſtrictly forbids it not only for 
Wrath but Conſcience ſake, and denounces the 
Terrors of the Lord againſt all that dare fin in 
defiance of it. To conclude this Head, 
That we may demonſtrate the Peace of Go 
ruleth in all our Hearts, we muſt frequent) 
and earneſtly ſend up fervent Prayers to A. 
— God for his Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance 
upon our Governours, that he would inſpire 
them with Wiſdom, Courage, and Faithful. 
neſs in the Conduct of publick Affairs, and 
guide them by prudent and righteous Counſck 
to juſt, honourable, and ſucceſsful Enterpriſes, 
that God will inſtru& and enable them 70 90 
in and out before his People as David did 2 
cording to the Integrity of his Heart. Every 
one muſt be ſenſible that in ſuch pious Peti- 
tions as theſe there is a better Tendency to 
Peace than in venting jealous Surmiſes, black- 
ning Miſrepreſentations, or ſcandalous Re” 
fleckions. Hence St. Paul adviſes 1 Tim. 2. l. 
2. J exhort therefore that firit of all, Supplice 
_ Frons, Prayer ) Intereeſj ions, and . vi 
an's 
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Thanks be made for all Men, for Kings, and 
for all that are in Authority I hat we may lead 
4 quiet and peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and 
Honeſty. Thoſe Prayers that aſcend up to 
Heaven for God's Bleſſing upon our Govern- 


ours will ſhower down upon us 7 the Bleſſing 


of Peace: This was the Religion of, the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians though under Pagan Princes: 
Nay Prayers for Kings and all that are in 
Authority in order to the publick Peace is a Re- 
ligion much older than Chriſtianity, P, 72. 
I, 2, 3. Give the King thy Tudements O God, 
and thy Righteouſneſs unto the King's Son He 
ſhall judge thy People with Righteouſneſs, and 
thy Poor with Judgment : The Mountains ſhall 
bring Peace to the People, and the little Hills 
by Righteouſneſs. 

If we conſider our ſelves in a further Ca- 


city, 

2 As good Chriſti aus. 

It's incumbent upon us in an eſpecial man- 
ner to promote the Peace and Unity of our 
Eccleſiaſtical Communion : And God knows, if 
ever there was more than ordinary need for 


us to exert our beſt Endeavours, to fet for- 


ward this great and good Work, Now's the 
Time, that we may do all we can to reſtore 
and preſerve the Peace of our Church, which 
is on all ſides attack*d by the moſt ſubtle and 


potent Enemies 5 How do Atheiſts 7 Deiſt 95 
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Socinians, and all ſorts of Hereticks prevail and 
abound ? And what grievons Breaches are 
daily made in it by FaTious Schiſmaticks, who 
divide and ſeparate from its Communion, 
and ſet up oppoſite Meetings and Conven- 
ticles to draw away its Profeſſors, and feduce 
the nnwary from their own Stedfaſtneſt. To 
prevent which, |: 

We ſhould be careful to preſerve our Minds 
from the miſchievous Influence of corrupt Af 
fect ions, ſiniſter Ends, and worldly 2 
and not under a Pretence of Conſcience enter- 
tain unpeaceable Principles or Practices. 

It's too common for People (and it has 
been always ſo among the Enemies of the 
Church) to pretend to more than ordinary 
Scruples and Zeal about the indifferent Things 
of Religion, while they have been driving on 
ſome ſecret Deſigns for their own Profit and 
Advantage. Such trouble the Waters, only 
to fill their own Nets; ſo that the bottom of 
all their whining and canting, ſhaking their 
Heads, and making wry Faces and long Pray- 
ers (like the Phariſees of old) is only to ſe- 
duce filly Women, and devour Widows Houſes : 
In ſhort they divide the Church, and fill the 
World with Schiſms and Diviſions, Faction: 
and Party-Raze for the ſake of the Urrigh- 
teous Mammon. S0 that there's no being a 
Friend to ſuch without becoming an Enemy 

| 1 0 


un 


— 


— 


Arts of Peace. 23 


to ones felf, and the Peace of the Church. 
The Goverment has it's true, for the Softneſs 
of their Heads and the Hardneſs of their 
Hearts granted them a Toleration from the 
Penalties of the Law, but this does not at all 
acquit them from the Guilt of Schiſ/me before 
God ; the Peace of the Church 1s ſtill ſhamefully 
broke, the Unity that ſhould be preſerv'd a- 
mong Chriſtians is deſtroy'd, Altar is ſet up 
againſt Altar, Meetings and Conventicles in 
oppoſition to the E/tabliſh'd Church; by which 
means Strifes and Animoſities, Branglings and 
Contentions are fomented, and ſuch fierce 
Biggots are bred out of them, that as they 
divide the Church, ſo they watch all Oppor- 
tunities to embroil the State; Schiſm natu- 
rally preparing Mens Minds for Rebellion, and 
Rebelliog for all manner of Villainy and Out- 
rage. 

Whoever then break the Peace of the 
Church, (whoſe Doctrine and Worſhip is a- 
greeable to the Rule of Holy Scripture, and 
conſonant to the Senſe and Practice of the 
Primitive Chriſtians in the pureſt Ages of Chri- 
ſtianity) are concern'd ſeriouſly to examine 
their Conſciences, narrowly to ſift their 
Souls, and take the moſt earneſt heed to 
themſelves, whether their Diſſenting proceeds 
not from Ignorance, Prejudice, Obſtinacy, or 
Worldly Intereſt ; For in this preſent State of 
| Dege- 


24 The Methods of Cultivating the 
Degeneracy and Corruption, theſe are too 
apt to blind and pervert Peoples Judgments - 
The Apoſtle tells us it has been fo heretofore, 
and cautions againſt it for the future, Roms. 
16. 17, 18, Now I beſezch you Brethren mark 
them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences con- 
trary to the Doctrine which ye have learnt, and 
avoid them, for they that are ſuch ſerve not 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own Belly; and 
by good Words and fair Speeches deceive the 
Hearts of the Simple; for there be many that 
are unruly and vain Talkers and Deceivers, 
whoſe Months muſt be ſtopp d, who ſubvert whole 
Houſes, teaching Things which they ought not, 

for filthy Lucres ſake. 8 
Every one who profeſſes Chriſtianity (much 
more they who make larger Pretenſions to 
Tenderneſs of Conſcience and Zeal for Reli. 
gion than others) ſhould ſo ſtudy the U hurches 
Peace, as to lay aſide all manner of Pride, 
or Covetouſneſs, Prejudice, and Conceitedueſi of 
Opinion, turbulent and unruly Paſſions, and 
become mee, and eaſie to be entreated, ſtudi- 
outly endeavouring to quiet Diſſentions. For 
to divide upon the Score that a Church is 
not Reform'd to that Purity and Perfection 
ſome fancy and defire, is a Principle that 
will permit us to hold Communion with no 
Church but that which is triumphant in Hea- 
ven, and muſt perpetuate Strifes and Con- 
tentions 
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tentions ta the end of the World; * Peace 
dle me ſhould feſolye to comply with any 
innocent, Cuſtom, and, Uſage in the Worthip, 
| and ge vice of, God;. and its nuch more Chrz-. 
os L;he than by à ſtiff and wilful rejectiug 
them, or thro' a onus ueamiſhneſs 90. 
kindle a Flame, and raiſe Fo mbuſtion... . 
MB The Doctrine, of Faith aud the Sub. 
kane O! "Wortkip we-muſt have Recourſe 
Wo the: Lew, and the. Teſtimony the plain Word 
of Cod, but in the acceſſary and circumſtan- — 
Appendages, wherein the holy Writ is 
8 "nk lat relate to. Order and Decency, It's an, 
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« the 8 of our F orefathers muſt, 
be à Law to us. 

Of this peaceable Complyance St. Paul is 
al An Inſtance, 1 Cor. 9. 20, 21, 22. 
To them that are 4 Law, as without Lew, 
(being not wit bout Law to God, but under the 
Law to Chriſt.) that I might gain them that are 
without Lam, to the weak became I as weak : 
Tam made all things to all Men that I might by 
al means ſave ſome. And this I do for the 
607 ale. Nor did the holy and ever Bleſ- 
led Jeſus affect to differ from the received 


aden of his Age and Country that were 
D not 
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not repugnant and prejudicial to real Godli- 
neſs; and St. Paul plainly intimates, that 2 
wilful Departure from ordinary Practice and 
ciſtomary Church n ptoceeds from 
a quarrelſome and litigious Humour, and is 
not of God, but of the Devil the grand Au- 
thor and Stirrer up of Contention, 1 Cor. 11, 
16. If any Man ſeem to be contentions we have 
no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of God; 
and tells ſuch when they eet together, they do 
it not for the better but for the worſe. 

It's the indiſpenſable Duty of private Chri- 
ſtians to yield a due Deference, Reſpect and 
Submiſſion to the Wiſe Counſels and Anthori- 
tative Determinations of their Superiours, ac- 

ording to that of the Apoſtle, Heb. 13. 17. 

bey them that have the Rule over you, and ſub- 
ait Jour Fa ves, for they watch for your Soul: 
48 they that muit give Account, that they muy 
do it with Joy and not with Grief, for that i 
unprofitable for you. But fo long as. Men are 
headſtrong, and ſet up their own Humour 
againſt the zzatare and deliberate Reſolve, and 
their own obſtinate Wilts againſt the Eſtabliſpd 
Laws of their Governours , there can be no 
Thoughts of Peace and Unity, and without 
this we are aſſur'd we cannot be ſav'd. 

Its no doubt a great Cauſe of Strife and 
Diſturbance, when ignorant People ſhall think 
themſelves wiſer than the Guides and Paſtors 
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of the Church, able to teach their Teachers, 
and ſet thetnſelves at Liberty from all Obe- 
dience and Subjection to the Laws and Conſti- 
tutions of their Governours ; for as no Peace 
can be preſerv'd without the Influence of Au- 
tbority, ſo no Authority can ſubſiſt without 
Obedience to its SanFions. 

In all matters then of publick Order and 
Decency the Wiſdom and Authority of our 
Superiors are the beſt Directors; the Sors of 
Peace will obey without diſputing, murmuring, 
or Contradiction: They therefore who would 
be found with God's Peace ruling in their 
Hearts muſt in ell indifferent Thinge give up 
themſelves to the Conduct of their Govern- 
ours, that ſo the Peace of the Church may be 
prelerv'd. * Ve 

They who ſeparate themſelves from our 
Communion ſhould reſolve againſt Obflinacy 


— — 


and Prejudice, and be ſo candid and ingenuous 


3s modeſtly to retra& all Errors upon a full 
and clear Conviction, and not ſtiffly and per- 
tinaciouſly perſiſt in them, ſince by ſo doing 
they do but betray a greater Love of tbem- 
ſelves and of their own fond Opinions than 
of Truth or Peace. A worſe Character can't 
be given of contentious Makebates, than when 
its ſhown them wherein they think and do 
amiſs, they ſtill perſiſt inflexible and harden'd 
in their way, Holy Job ſhow'd, himſelf of a 
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more ** and peaceable Diſpoſition when 
he ſaid; Fob 6. 24. Teach me and I will hill 
ary Tongue, and banſe me to underſtand wher:in 
T have.erred.” Were People but of an humbls 
and teachable Spirit, not {tiff and perverſe in 
their own Fancies, but willing to receive lu. 
ſtruction, and to comply with, and 'folloy 
it as far as they have received it, there coul 
nothing more conduce to the adorning their 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, or promoting the Churches 
Peace. een URL; 364. !: Aus 200 HEM 
That we ſhould thus peaceably behave our 
ſelves in theſe (ſeveral Capacities: and Condi- 
tions of Lite I have now mention?d, whether 
we confider our ſelves as good Nerghbour;, 
200d. SubjeFs, or good Chriſtians, is indiſpenſs. 
bly requir'd of us by the Laws of God and 
Man. The Arguments the Apoſtle here en- 
forces them with (and which I am now brief. 
ly to conſider) are full and pregnant. We 
are, nn een 4 
l. Not only by our Vocation Call d here: 
; ' But, n pong Nn rr 64k? 
II. Our Union or Incorporation together 
D Obligeus to it as we are One Body. 
The Holy Jeſus having wrought Peace and 
Reconciliation for us with God ; on that Foun- 
dation ſuperſtructs a calm and peaceable Con- 
verſation among Mem, ſo that the Peace of Gol 
#s to rule in our Hearts, becauſe we are . 
4:7 -( © » an 
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tld." As to our Lord's own excellent Ex- 
ample, how quiet and calm was he in his 
whole Carriage and Deportment during his 
Abode upon Earth? Such was his Regard to 
Peace, that he never gave the leaſt cauſe of 
Strife and Contention : He was honour d at 
his Birth with the Stile of Iumanuel, a Name 
of Peace ; hè came into the World with a 
Song, and left it with a Legacy of Peace; and 
all the Time of his being in it the Practice 
and Promoting it was his great Buſineſs and 
Deſign. Never but one of his Followers 
(and he never but once) drew a bloody Sword 
in his Quarel, for which he gave him that 
ſevere: Reprehenſion, Put up thy Sword, they 
that uſe the Sword ſhall periſh by the Sword. 
All that name his Name ought to conform 
themſelves to his Example, who pronounces, 
Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, for they ſhall be 
calPd the Children of God, Hence he has ſo 
ſtrictly injoin'd it by the moſt ſolemn Pre- 
cepts; His Gofpel is therefore calPd by him 
the Goſpel of Peace, both as it declares it 
with God, and enforces the Exerciſe of it 
among Men; ſo that if his Example ſhould 
not ſufficiently influence, there is the ſove- 
reign Authority of his Laws: The firſt thing 
required in his Religion is Purity, and the 
next is Peace, Jam 3. 17. The Wiſdom that is 
from” above is firſt pure, and then hs 4 
Ness 5 33 rom 
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From hence it was that he commanded it by 
his Apoſtles, and foretold it by his Prophets 
in the Predictions of the Old Teſtament, that 
in the Days of the Goſpel Men ſhall call 
their Neighbours under the Vine, and under 
the Fig-Tree, that his Church ſhall be a quiet 
Habitation, and Bleſſed with Abundance of 
Peace, Iſai. 11. 6, 7, 8, 9. The Wolf hal 
dwell with the Laub, and the Leopard ſball lis 
down with the Kid, &c. By which the Pro- 
phet means not that thoſe fierce and ſavage 
Creatures ſhould change their Natures, but 
= that People of as churliſh and incompliant 
Tempers ſhould ſweetly accord and live peace- 
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| ably together, according to what he ſays, 
Chap. 54. ver. 13. All thy Children ſhall le 
. taught of the Lord, and great ſhall be the Peace 
i of thy Children. 


One great Deſign of the Holy Jeſus's com- 
ing into the World was to promote and pro- 
pagate Peace, to reconcile Few and Gentile, 
and break down that middle Wall of Partition, 

that kept up irreconcilable Enmity between 
| them, Epbeſ. 2. 13, 14. In Chriſt Jeſus ge who 
| Semetimes were afar off are made nigh, for he is 
f 
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our Peace, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle Wall of Partition be. 
teen wr, heviag aboliſh d in his Fleſb the Es- 
mity, for to os in himſelf of twain One new 
Mav, ſe making Peace, and that he might re 


concile 
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amelle both unto God in oxe Body by the Croſs, 
hefhg ſlain the Enmity thereby, and came and 
preac 2 eace to you who were afar off, and to 


— 


Life injoin'd it upon his People to aboliſh all 
implacable Feuds; and tho* Jew and Gentile 
through a Succeſſion of Ages for many hun- 
dred Years had been alienated and embittered 
one againſt another, yet his Coming was to 
put a Stop to all manner of Strife and Con- 
tention. | 
To this end and purpoſe it is, that he fo 
ciouſly imparts and communicates to us 
Holy Spirit, as a Spirit of Peace; To quiet 
and compoſe Mens Minds to a calm and peace- 
able Diſpoſition, to reſine the rugged and 
churliſh Moroſity of corrupt Nature, St. Paul, 
dl. 3. 20. reckons among the Fruits of the 
Fleſh, all Hatred, Variance, Emulationt, Wrath, 
Strife, Seditions, Hereſies But the Fruits of 
the Spirit, he ſays ver. 22. Are Joy, Peace, 
Long-ſuffering,. Gentleneſs and Goodneſs The 
Devil (whoſe Name is Abaddon Apollion) is 
the grand Incendiary and Stirrer up of Strife 
and Contention, of Wars and Fightings, but 
the pure and holy Spirit of God quickens all 
Hearts that are bleſs'd with it to Parity and 
Peace, When he appear'd in a bodily Shape, 
twas not in that of a Vulture, a Bird of Ra- 
pine and Violence, but of a ee and 3 
Oe. 


thent that were nigh. Thus has the Lord of 


R n 


. © ; 


J 0 3 rr 


32 The Methodg of Cultivating the 


Dove. With what earneſt Vehemence does 
the Apoſtle preſs the Philippians; Phil. 3. 1, 2. 
If there be any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any 
Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spi- 
rit, if any Bowels and Mercies 3 fulfil ye my. 
Jo, that ye be like-minded, hauing the ſame 

.ove, being of one Accord, of one Mind. $0 
that if we have any. Pretenſions to the Grace 

of God, any Fellowſhip f the Spirit, we muſt 
be ſway'd by his gentle and benign Influ- 
8 J 
Whatever Profeſſions therefore People may 
make to Chriſtianity who delight in Conten- 
tions, and fomentiug Strife and, Differences, 
its plain they are actuated by the Devil, and 
that the Spirit of Belzebub (inſtead of the 
Spirit of God) rules in their Hearts. To ei- 
courage our Reſiſting that Evil One, what Bleſ- 


ſings has God annex'd to the Lovers of Peace! 


If Health and Proſperity in this. World are 
alluring Temptations, ' the Pſalmiſt tells us, 
Pſ. 34. 12, 14. What Man is he that would 
live long, and ſee good Days, let bim eſchey 
Evil and do Good : Seek Peace and enſue it. 
And as to the  Beatitudes of the World to 
come, our bleſſed Lord and Saviour pronoun- 
ces a Bleſſing upon all ſuch, and ſtiles them 
the Children of God. On the other Hand Hell 
and Damnation is denounc'd againſt the Lo. 


vers of Strife and Variance, Rom. 2. 8, 9. J 


then 
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them that are contentious, and do not obey the 
Truth, Indignation and Virath, Tribulation and 
Angniſh ; but Glory, Honour, and Peace to eve- 
ry one that worketh Good. Theſe (one would 
think) ſhould be Arguments weighty enough 
to influence our Practice. 
| Thoſe that our inſpired Writer mentions 
' in the Text are ſtill more convincing : Our 
1 Obligations to let the Peace of God rule in our 
: Hearts are founded not only upon our Vo- 
cation, as being herennto calPd by our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, but alſo upon the 
cloſeſt Union and Incorporation, we are Ore 
Body, we all partake of humane Nature, have 
one common Parent, being an Offfpring and 
Progeny deriv'd from the ſame Root and 
Original: So that all Men are one Blood de- 
rivd thro? ſeveral Channels, one Fleſh (by 
the wonderful Efficacy of divine Benediction) 
multiply'd into ſeveral Times and Places, but 
Chriſtians, beſides this Obligation from Na- 
ture, are more ſtrictly join'd by the Bands of 
ſpiritual Conſanguinity, are Children of the 
fame Heavenly _ ſprung from the ſame 
incorruptible Seed, regenerate to the ſame 
lively Hope, Coheirs of the ſame Heavenly In- 
beritance, and are all living Members of Chriſt's 
myſtical Body; By the Influence and Opera- 
tion of his Bleſſed Spirit they are United to 
him as their Head, and conjoin'd and incor- 
porated 
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among themſelves, being Calld into One By. 
dy: Thus the Apoſtle to the Gentiles argues 
Rom. 12. 4, 5. As we have many Members iy 
One Body, and all Members have not the ſame: 
Office, we being many are one Body in Chrif, 
and evcry One Members One of another, 

2 Force of this Argument conſiſts in this 

at | 

The Union of the ſeveral Members in the 
ſame Body has a natural Tendency #0 Peace, 
which is an amiable Confederacy for mutual 
Advantage, the Eye ſees, the Ear hears, the 
Mouth cats, the Hands work, and the Feet 
walk, ſo that there is in Nature (at whatever 
diſtance they are placed) a friendly League 
between the ſeveral Parts, whereby they all 
conſpire in their ſeveral Operations to promote 
the Benefit of the whole. 

And whoever ſhall well conſider the Wiſe 
Frame of the Body, and orderly Poſition of 
its ſeveral Members, can never imagine they 
were ſo placd for Claſhing and Contention, 
Enmity and Defiance. It muſt be a Diſtratt 
ion in Nature, before ever the Teeth will! 
bite out the Tongue, or the Hand tear out 
the Eyes; the Caſe is the ſame in the Civil 
or Eccleſiaſtical Body as in the Natural. 

But further to carry on the Apoſtle's Al- 
Jafion, Peace tends to the Health and Strength, 
the Eaſe, Safety and Delight of the oy 
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ſo are they moſt ſtudious of the Churches and 
Kingdoms Welfare, who promote their Growth 
by. Riebreowſaeſs and Peace : To this purpoſe 
at Rom. 14. 19. We are exhorted to follow 
after Things which make for Peace, that ſo one 
may the better edify another. Nothing more 
advanc'd and demonſtrated the Zeal and Meek- 
neſs, Juſtice and Charity of the primitive 


$ Chriſtians than their happy Concord and A- 


greement, which was ſo great, that Ad, 4. 
31, 32. They always aſſembled together, and 
were al} fil Pd with the Holy Ghoſt ; the Effects 
of which was, that #hey were of one Heart, and 
of one Soul Upon which it follows, A@s 9. 
31. Then had the Churches Reſt throughout all 
Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria, and were 
edified, and walking in the Fear of the Lord, 
and in the Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt were Mul- 
plied. On the contrary, Strife and Contention 
tends to the Diſorder of the Body, nay its 
Weakneſs and Diſſolution. 


The Sickneſs and Death of the Natural 
Body is causd by the Diſcord and jarring 
Conteſt of the ſeveral different Humours that 
are in it : Political and Eccleſiaſtical Claſhings 
will have the ſame deſtructive Fate upon 
Church and State, for as our Lord and Saviour 
argnes, Mat. 12. 25. Every Kingdom divided 
Geinſt it ſelf is brought to Deſolation, aud every 

| City. 
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City or Houſe divided againſt it ſelf ſhall mt 
fland. The Devil himſelf (as much as he 
promotes Strife and Enmity in the World) 
will be careful to keep them out of his own 


Kingdom ; the natural Tendency of them 
being nothing but Ruin and Deſolaticn, 


From all I have faid. It concerns us to 
Jet theſe Truths fink deep into our Minds and 
upon our Conſciences, That the Peace of Gol 
ruling in our Hearts, we may demonſtrate our 
ſelves to be the Sons of God of a Truth, here- 
by we ſhall draw down his Bleſſings upon our 
ſelves and all we converſe with, and from 
leading Peaceable and Quiet Lives in this lower 
Sphere, be admitted to the Eternal Peace i 
God in his Heavenly Habitation. 


And as we are for theſe great Ends to be 
thus Peaceably diſpos'd our ſelves, ſo allo 
for the better promoting this happy Chriſtian 
Temper here, and the ſaving Souls here- 
after, we are to do all that in us lies to en- 
gage others to go and do likewiſe, that ſo a true 
Chriſtian Peaceable Temper may be univer- 
fally diffasd and propagated over all Parts 
and Quarters of the World: In order to this 
we cannot be too liberal in our Contribut! 
ons towards the teaching and inſtructing Poor 
Children in theſe Chriſtian Peaceable Princt- 


ples, 
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ples, whoſe diſtreſſed Parents are ot able or 
willing to do it for them; By this means, I 
mean the Educating the Poor in the Fear and 
Nurture of the Lord, you will lay up a Supply 
of loyal and dutiful Subjects, zealous and ho- 
neſt Churchmen, and quiet and peaceable 
Neighbours for the next Generation : Whereas 
through the Want of ſuch good Education 
rude and undiſciplin'd Children will naturally 
grow up into Men ſoured with Faction and 
Moroſeneſs : Hence it is that there are ſuch 
Multitudes of rebellious Subjects, of peeviſh 
and perverſe Schiſmaticks, and of croſs, chur- 
lim and quarrelſome Neighbours ; one ſuch 
Perſon in a Pariſh or Neighbourhood is e- 
nough to put all into Confuſion : As we 
would therefore live peaceably our ſelves, and 
leave the World in Peace when we are to be 
no more; as we would demonſtrate that the 
Peace of God dogs truly rule in our Hearts, we 
muſt open our Hands wide, and chearfully 
contribute towards the Education of the Youth 


of the preſent Generation, who will be a 


Supply to future ones, ſo will the God of Peace 
Blefs us. 


It remains that you be diſpos'd in your 
Hearts to give to the Poor Children before you, 
and that not grudgingly nor of Neceſſity, for 
Cod loves a chearful Giver. 4 
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mo God the Father, Ged the Son, and 
Sad the Holy Ghoſt, Three Parſons and 
One God, be al Honour and Glory, Might, 


} 2 ad Dominion. both Now and fur 


